17.   LETTER TO B. G. HORMIMAW

[NADIAD,]
August 12, 1918

I have your peremptory letter. Though it was written on the
8th, it was received yesterday, I suppose we have to put up with
these vagaries of the Postal Department during this time of stress.
Really I am recruiting mad, I do nothing else, think of nothing
else, talk of nothing else and therefore feel ill-fitted to discharge
any presidential function, save one on recruiting. Will you not
therefore excuse me?

Tours sincerely,

M. K. GANDHI

From the manuscript of Mahadev Desai's Diary. Courtesy: Narayan Desai

18.   LETTER TO RASIKMANP

[NADLAD,]
August 12, 1918

I could read your letter to my wife only yesterday and hence
the delay in replying. Kindly forgive me. Though we two are
independent and have equal rights, we have divided our spheres
of work for the sake of convenience. Moreover, at the time of our
marriage, my wife was altogether illiterate. I gave her some edu-
cation with great effort, but, for several reasons, I have not been
able to do so to my satisfaction* It is not possible, therefore, for her
to accept your proposal. I don't think my wife can read out her
speech from the chair. She will certainly not be able to prepare
her own speech. She is not at all conversant with your activities

1 This was in reply to Horaiman's  invitation   to Gandhiji to become
the president of the Humanitarian Conference. Horniman was editor of The
Bombay Chronicle.
2 Secretary, Hindu Stri Mandal. The letter was in reply to her invitation
to Kasturba Gandhi to preside over the annual function of the Mandal and the
Dadabhai Naoroji birthday celebrations,
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